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Other
hints
• Turn off

unnecessary
lights when a
room is not in
use.

• Read your
meter often to
monitor usage.

Remember
• A five-minute shower with a flow of 3 gallons per minute uses

about half of the 30 gallons used in an average tub bath.
• Fluorescent lights convert electricity to visible light up to 5 times

more efficiently than regular light bulbs, and last up to 20 times
longer.

• 12% of the average electric bill goes to the refrigerator.
• As much as 15% of your electric bill goes to water heating.

For more information on programs which
will increase the energy efficiency and
comfort of your rental unit, call the Energy
Experts® at Horry Electric Cooperative.

The Touchstone Energy® symbol is your assurance that we’re

a community-minded electric cooperative providing high

standards of service for customers large and small.

CONWAY: (843) 369-2211

SOCASTEE: (843) 650-7530

www.horryelectric.com
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How to use energy
wisely in rental housing
How to use energy
wisely in rental housing

Using energy wisely is important to everyone these
days. But as a renter, you are limited in what you can
do to make your home more energy efficient. Such
major projects as installing attic and floor insulation,
double glass, and efficient appliances are usually up to
the owners of the property. But there are many things
you can do for greater efficiency.

Some of the following suggestions mean giving up
some comfort and convenience. It is up to you to decide
which of these energy saving tips are right for you.

Controlling heating and air
conditioning costs.
• In the winter, set the thermostat at 68° during the day. Set 

it back at least 5° at night or if you are away from your apartment
for more than 4 hours. If you have a heat pump, don’t raise 
your thermostat more than 2 degrees. You’ll use less energy 
when your heat strips aren’t operating.

• In the summer, set the thermostat at 78° or higher.
• If you’re away from your apartment for more than 24 hours,

set the thermostat at 55° during the winter and 85° during 
the summer.

• During peak heating and cooling seasons, change the filter
every month.

Efficient use of hot water
• Recommended settings for water heaters range from 120° to under

140°. Choose the temperature that is most economical, safe and
comfortable for your family.

• Flow restrictors on your shower heads and faucets use less water
without noticeable changes.

• Dishes will dry quite well without using the power-dry feature on
your dishwasher.

• Run the faucet until hot water reaches that point before starting 
the dishwasher to avoid reheating the water.

• Use cold water to rinse clothes in your washing machine.
• Only operate your dishwasher and washing machine with full loads.

Insulation
• Check for air leakage around your windows and doors. For an

inexpensive solution to leakage, caulk and weatherstrip the
affected areas.

• Use insulated shades or blinds over windows.

 


